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Creating Connections: Public
Libraries & Government

Do Do Do Io

Karen Russ, Depository Coordinator, Ottenheimer Library,
University of Arkansas, Little Rock

Carolyn Ashcraft, Arkansas State Librarian and Chief Officer of
State Library Agencies Liaison to GPO

Nancy Fredericks, Library Administrator, Pasco County Library
System, Florida

Alison Griffith, Consumer Health and Government Documents
Information Resource Manager, St. Charles City-County Library
District

Whitney Gerwitz, Government Documents Coordinator, St.
Charles City-County Library District
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Connecting with COSLA

h\c{ Officers of

COPA

o8
State Library Agen© e

Carolyn Ashcraft
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COSLAOGOS Ml ssiI on

To provide leadership on issues of common
concern and national interest, to further state
library agency relationships with the federal
government and national organizations, and to
Initiate, maintain, and support cooperative
action for the improvement of library services.
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Theory of Change

i I

COSLA’s Core
Work:

S E—

Advocate for state and
federal policy change

Provide guidance and
advice on development
and implementation of

key initiatives

Promote and support
SLA peer learning and
knowledge sharing

Promote leadership
development among
SLA staff, including

-

Which Leads
to:

Increased credibility
and visibility of
COSLA

More partnerships
inside and outside the
library field

Increased leadership
and influence of
COSLA over partner
agendas

Improved opportunities
for peer learning

AL~
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Which Leads
to:

» |mproved policies and
sustainable funding
supporting libraries

= Strengthened state
library agencies

» Strengthened chief
library officers

-

A

Which Helps to
Create:

Improved ability of all
libraries to deliver
services to library
patrons and the general
public nationwide

An increased
awareness of the value
of libraries in the U.S.

chief officers = |ncreased information
available to chiefs re:
trends
= Increased capacity /
knowledge of SLA staff
What COSLA Does What COSLA Changes
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Unigue Characteristics

National Reach

A Network of Peers
Cross-State Lens
Recognized Leadership
Channel Partner
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Key Areas of Focus

b Strengthen State Library b Strengthen the Library Field
Agencies

1) Proactively engage in national projects and

1) Increase the knowledge, skills, and leadership
library initiatives

capacity of State Library Agency staff

2) Share expertise across states to enhance the 2) - Promote supportive federal policies and
effectiveness of state programming for libraries sustainable funding for all libraries

3) Form strategic partnerships within and beyond

3) Equip agency staff to make the case for the
the library field to benefit all libraries

sustained value of state library agencies
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Selected Current Initiatives

* Promoting value of federal funding, IMLS

* “Measures that Matter” data initiative
 Broadband and E-Rate Assessment and Planning
* Promoting importance of net neutrality

e Supporting partners in grants focusing on STEM,
national digital platform, and e-rate support
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Strong Suits

* Piloting

* Scaling

* Distribution

* Assessing

* Convening

* Continuing education development and delivery
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Inner Workings

* 3 national meetings annually

* Numerous (and growing) # of regional meetings
* Association staff + contractors

* Active committee structure

* Communities of practice
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For more information, contact:

Carolyn Ashcraft

Arkansas State Librarian
COSLA Liaison to GPO
Carolyn@library.arkansas.gov
501.682.1526

Timothy Cherubini

COSLA Executive Director
tcherubini@cosla.org
859.514.9826



mailto:Carolyn@library.arkansas.gov
mailto:tcherubini@cosla.org
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E-Government Services In
Public Libraries

Nancy Fredericks
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www.gethelpflonida.org
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@ || Q florida LSTA payment v B 9 3 #

Gef Citizen's Guide to Valuable Resources

Help

Florlda org Home AboutUs~ GetHelpHerev News ContactUs

Q What are you looking for7

\Flo""'fdsﬁate itol ButlH
\"“ " %p #e, Flomds

Welcome to Get Help Florida. This site is here to help you find
valuable government information easily. There are thousands of

e-government federal, state and county programs & services

organized by category. As a statewide portal, this website is intended

to provide government and non-profit resources for those in need.
Get help

[ LEeey TRy l“

Find Hundreds of Government Programs & Services
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Username Password

Save/Register My Basket

ERRIGHT
SERVICE

AT THE RIGHT TIME

/Languages\

English

Ayisyen Kreyol

W Espafiol
Tiéng Viét

Tell your story »
i Ui
Tell us what you think! ¢

Take our survey, ./
o J/
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WU
Log in Request new password

- Select Your County -

Tell Your County!
I'd like my county's semces added

I'm a Provider!
I'd like to enter my semices

I'm a Library!
I'd like to create my profile

This website has been funded under the provisions of the Library Seices and Technology Act, from the
Institute of Museum and Library Senvices, administered by the Department of State's Dmsion of Library and
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St. Charles City-County
Library District (Missouri)

Alison Griffith, MLIS,
Consumer Health and
Government Documents
Information Resource
Manager

Whitney Gerwitz,MA
Military History,
Consumer Health and
Government Documents
Coordinator
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